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View of
Marriage




Christian View of Marriage described
by St John Chrysostom

« “God restored in Cana what was broken in
Eden’

» “Marriage like monasticism, is a sign of God’s
kingdom, because it begins to restore the unity
of mankind , which was broken by sin. Thus
marriage is a great mystery in itself, the unity of
redeemed mankind in Christ”



Biblical Definition of Marriage
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“For this reason a man shall leave his father

and mother and be joined to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh.”

Genesis 2,
Matthew 19,
Mark 10,

Ephesians 5



Genesis 1 and 2
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Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify
and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,
that He might present her to Himself a glorious church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that
she should be holy and without blemish. So husbands
ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he
who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated
his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the
Lord does the church. For we are members of His
body, of His flesh and of His bones. “For this reason a
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”
This is a great mystery, but | speak concerning Christ
and the church. Nevertheless let each one of you in
particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the
wife see that she respects her husband.




Relationship between Genesis and
Ephesians.

God united with Adam by creating him in his
Image, according to his likeness, then breathed
iInto his nostrils the breath of life.

Then God arranged for Adam’s and Eve’s unity
by creating Eve from the bones and flesh of

Adam.

Adam and Eve lost their unity with God by
disconnecting from God through sin.

Then God returned to the Christian marriage it
holy unity by uniting with mankind.



The Wedding of Cana




The Wedding of Cana
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The Wedding of Cana

* On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Now both
Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.
And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus
said to Him, “They have no wine.”

Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern
have to do with Me? “My hour has not yet come.”

His mother said to the servants, “\WWhatever He says to
you, do it.”

Now there were set there six water pots of stone,
according to the manner of purification of the Jews,
containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. Jesus said
to them, “Fill the water pots with water.” And they
filled them up to the brim. And He said to them, “Draw
some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.”
And they took ft.




Differences
from other
marriages




1. Three members relationship.

 God is a fundamental member of Christian
marriage.

» God is the founder of the relationship.

* God Is the cohesive force (love) between the
SPOUSES.

 God is the intermediate member between the
Spouses.

» “Spouses can not have a successful Christian
Marriage unless each initially get married to
Christ.”



2. Unity.
e Unity between the three members
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* Church reads John chapter 1 in Matrimonial liturgy

e “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory”

o “Marriage like monasticism, is a sign of God’s
kingdom, because it begins to restore the unity of
mankind , which was broken by sin. Thus marriage
is a great mystery in itself, the unity of redeemed
mankind in Christ” St. John Chrysostom.




3. Nature of love

* Giving Love. (Genesis 1 and 2)
» Sacrificing Love. ( Ephesians 5)

e Defined in details in Corinthians 13.



Love as defined in Corinthians 13
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4. Being a Church Mystery

“This is a great mystery”

A. Why is Matrimony a Mystery?

B. Why is it a great Mystery ?



A. Why is Matrimony a Mystery?

* Mystery of unity with God.
* The two unite into one.

* Through uniting with God.
*« GOD is LOVE.

* They unite by LOVE ( GOD ) into one.

* They live with God in a state similar to
Adam’s and Eve’s relationship with God.



B. Why is it a great Mystery ?

* God wants us to practice this amazing
experience of scarifying love.

* When we taste this experience, we will
taste God himself, because....

GOD is LOVE



5. Life-long one destiny

(Matthew 19 & Mark 10)
* “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just
any reason?”

* And He answered and said to them, “Have you
not read that He who made them at the
beginning ‘made them male and female, and
said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh™ So
then, they are no longer two but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let
not man separate.”



6. Equality and complimentary
roles.

* And the LORD God said, “/t is not good that man
should be alone; | will make him a helper
comparable to him.”
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Differences from other marriages
(Summary)

Three members relationship.

Unity between the three members.

Nature of love, is giving and sacrificing love
Being a (great) sacrament.

Life-long one destiny.

Equality and complimentary roles.



God’s Motives
for Marriage



God’s Motives for Marriage

 Uniting with God through the spouse and
experiencing Christian Love. (Eph. 5)

« Companionship and Intimacy (Gen 2: 18).

* Fruitfulness/ procreation. ( Gen 1: 28 )
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 Purity and holiness. (1 Cor. 7 : 1-2)
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* Pleasure. (1 Ti6:7)

“Who gives us richly all things to enjoy”



Video

* http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZACkRe
_W4Gg&feature=share



V.
An Orthodox

Prescription
for marital
problems.




Reconnect with the three members

* Reconnect with yourself by self judgment.
» Reconnect with God through prayer.

* Repent and confess.

* Reunite with God, through communion.

* Reconnect with your spouse by communication.

* Learn your spouse’s love accent.



